November 28th, 2010

Hi 

Yippee!!! Success!! What am I going on about?? Remember how I have been trying (a) to set up my own website from scratch (using html language) by copying my original website template and then to put it on the internet and (b) to give my individual files an internet address (i.e. http://.....)? Well, I have finally succeeded. To do this, one needs to use companies known as 'Web hosts' but even knowing this, it takes quite a bit of effort to figure it all out. I have actually done it twice now using two different hosts. The main site is with a HK host. The address is:

www.rmheyworth.hosthongkong.com

Have a look at it and see how it is very similar to my original website using a template provided – this you have probably already seen, that is:

www.rexssite.webs.com
Because of constraints with the web host, there are things I could not do. For example, as file size is limited to a maximum of 10MB, I had to change the videos to two small ones (as most videos require a large amount of space). Note: I have found that my website works perfectly in Google Chrome browser, almost perfectly in Internet Explorer but in Firefox, while it works, the layout is screwed up. What browser do you use? (Many seem to consider Chrome the best and the fastest, though this is helped by keeping all the toolbar links/commands to a minimum. There is even no 'open' or 'save'; this has to be done from the keyboard using 'Crtl+O' and 'Ctrl+S' respectively.)


Also, here are two individual files from my website that can be viewed independently of the website – copy and paste them into your browser: 

http://rmheyworth.hosthongkong.com/Trip to Egypt 2005 _complete_.doc

http://rmheyworth.hosthongkong.com/Article Quantitative Problem Solving.pdf

Then I have a simpler version of my website with a second web host. It has the disadvantage that file size is limited to just 4MB. The website is at:

www.malcolm.0fees.net
And here are two individual files from this site:

http://www.malcolm.0fees.net/History of Syria and Palestine - Timeline (OO.O to pdf original).pdf

http://www.malcolm.0fees.net/05 Science Alive 6.pdf


And now for the rest of the letter.


Last Monday, I had my last swim of the season. I eventually swam 4.0 km. And as it felt very good, I good have done more but ran out of time, with the pool closing at 6 pm. I did not intend to swim so far, but there was another guy who was clearly wanting to be the last one in the pool for the season, so I kept on swimming to see if I could outlast him, which I did! The stupid things we humans sometimes do! Anyway, doing this longer swim took my average for the season to 2.2 km.


You may have heard that all 29 coal miners in NZ were declared dead following a second massive explosion. Since then, a third explosion in the mine has occurred. Coal mines are very dangerous places because of the methane gas (the same as natural gas) which is always associated with fossil fuels such as coal and oil. It seems that that the miners could have accidentally broken into a seam of methane in the coal and the slightest spark would have set it off, if they had not been suffocated by the gas beforehand. In the old days, they used to test for gases in mines using canaries (why canaries I don't know) and it the bird survived it was safe to enter. Among the 29 victims, two were from Australia, two from the UK and one from SA. There was a lot of coverage of the disaster on the ABC (Australian) TV news. 


A couple of days ago, someone sent me a thanksgiving e-card, but it would not open. Did any of you send it? 

Yesterday, my run took me around Tai Lam reservoir; at 2 h 13 min it was neither my fastest nor slowest. 
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Rugby yesterday: Australia thrashed France 59-16, the ABs beat Wales 37-25 while SA beat England 21-11. A couple of interesting points about the NZ-Wales match in Cardiff. First, Dan Carter became the all-time record points scorer with 1188 points. Secondly – and a very nice touch – the Welsh spectators had a moment of silence just before the game for NZ mine victims. They, perhaps more than most, can really sympathise, as Wales used to be the major UK coal-producing region with many of its men working – and dying – in the mines.  


An interesting snippet from the SCMP relating to a shopping mall in Christchurch. Apparently, by playing classical piped music, the number of crimes and anti-social incidents in the mall has fallen from 86 a week in 2008 to just two a week this year. It has also attracted more customers to the mall. Perhaps the bad guys don't like Mozart et al. and so go somewhere else with music more to their liking. 


My cousin eventually replied saying that they will stay here on their way to Europe in February. 


That’s about it for now. 

Cheers

PS: On the radio news right now, the NZ Prime Minister has said that all NZ coal mines may be closed down! 
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